




 
PRODUCING SOUND 
 

Creating a beautiful sound is a main goal when playing the 
flute. The French word embouchure (“ahm’ boo shoor”) describes 
the formation of your mouth.  Your embouchure, along with the 
air flow you put into the flute, will determine the quality of your 
sound.    
  

When starting, use only the head joint.  Use both hands to 
hold the head joint and make certain that the open end is facing to 
your right.   
 

Close lips and smile slightly (keeping lips closed).  Place 
the lower edge of the hole on the lower lip where the wet and dry 
parts of the lip meet.  
 

Using a mirror, check to see that when blowing air, the 
opening in the lips (aperture) is centered on the tone hole.  Firm 
up the corners of your lips in this position.  
 
Release your air by pronouncing the sound “Tooo.”  Blow steady 
air through the smiling position (as if you are cooling a cup of hot 
soup). Concentrate on blowing across the hole rather than into it.  

 
Produce the sound for several seconds.  If you do not have a sound, experiment by rolling 

the head joint in or out slightly until you produce a tone.  If you get dizzy - PUT THE FLUTE 
DOWN.  After several successful attempts at producing sound from the head joint, try the same 
process with the flute assembled.    Be careful that your flute stays parallel to your lips and doesn't 
droop down. This can be prevented by checking your position in a mirror.  
 

 
 

NOTE THE POSITION OF EACH FLUTE BODY SECTION BEFORE ASSEMBLING YOUR FLUTE. 
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