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PRODUCING A SOUND 
 
Creating a beautiful sound is the most important goal when playing 
the trombone.  T he F rench w ord em bouchure (“ahm ’ boo shoor”) 
describes the formation of your mouth.  Your embouchure, along 
with your breath and air flow, will determine the quality of your 
sound.   

 
Sit on the edge of the chair with your back straight.      
The weight of the trombone should be supported by your 
left hand only.    
 

The right hand (pointer and middle finger and thumb) should hold the 
slide at the bottom of the slide handle.  Move the slide as quickly as 
possible between notes.  
 
Keep your lips together and place them in the center of the mouthpiece.      
Do not press the mouthpiece hard onto your lips (only hard enough to 
avoid air leaks).      
 
Keep the corners of your mouth firm and down.      
 
Do not puff your cheeks.     
  
While keeping lips firm and together blow long streams of air so that your 
lips vibrate. (buzz)   
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