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PRODUCING SOUND 
 

Creating a beautiful sound is the most important goal when 
playing the trum pet.  T he F rench w ord em bouchure (“ahm ’ boo 
shoor”) describes the form ation of your m outh.  Y our em bouchure, 
along with your breath and air flow, will determine the quality of 
your sound. 
 

Start by making a sound on the mouthpiece alone before 
attempting to play a note on the trumpet.  Put the mouthpiece into 
your mouth to make it wet, and wet your lips before you play.  
T ake in a large “yaw n -like” breath.  F orm  the letter “M ” w ith your 
lips, and place the mouthpiece on the center of your lips.  Keep the 
corners of your lips firm and blow air through the mouthpiece.  
D on’t puff your cheeks.   B e sure your body is relaxed w hile you 
try to make a sound.    
 

Sometimes, the lips may take a while to start buzzing.  If 
there is no sound at all, it is usually because the lips are too far 
apart and not touching.  Try to bring your lips closer to the center 
of the mouthpiece.  Once you get a sound, be sure to keep the air 
and sound as steady as possible.  
 

Now, carefully put the mouthpiece into the leadpipe of the 
trumpet.  Hold the trumpet properly, sit up, and take a full, deep 
breath.  Blow through the trumpet and you will hear your first 
musical sounds.    
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